
THE CITY OF NEW YORK OFFICE OF THE MAYOR EDWARD I. KOCH

Tel; 566—5090 179—84

For Release:

Wednesday, May-9, 1984

Mayor Edward I. Koch announced today that the city and local

community groups have reached agreement to develop 30,000 square

feet of commercial space and 86 units of senior citizen housing at

the north end of the White Street jail site.

Mayor Koch said, "it is important that this facility be

integrated into the Chinatown community and become an asset. That

is why we are committed to providing ground-floor commercial space,

and why the north end of the site is being dedicated for a

combination of retail, office and housing uses."

The Chinatown Planning Council has filed an application for

Section 202 funding from the federal Department of Housing and Urban

Development (HUD) for the project's housing component, city

officials — including General Services Commissioner Robert M.

Litke, Correction Comissioner Jacqueline McMickens, and Commissioner

Anthony Gliedman of the Department of Housing Preservation and

Development noted that the city has met its design goals for the

new 500-bed White Street detention center, while at the same time

permitting mixed use development of the site.

Commissioner Litke said, "This unique marriage of a citywide

necessity and a local community need follows months of negotiations

and compromise, it reflects, l think, the guiding spirit of this

administration: realism and fairness, it will be a beautiful

building complex to boot."

The planned nine-story, 140-foot-tall detention facility itself

is 235,000 gross square feet, with a "footprint" that occupies about

37,000 square feet of the 50,0b0-square-foot-block. The architects
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REMARKS BY MAYOR EDWARD I. KOCH

ANNOUNCING AGREEMENTS FOR WHITE STREET JAIL SITE

WEDNESDAY. MAY 9. 1981. BLUE ROOM. 11:15 A.M.

GOOD MORNING.

I AM PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE THAT THE CITY OF NEW YORK AND

LOWER EAST SIDE COMMUNITY GROUPS HAVE REACHED AGREEMENT IN THE

DEVELOPING OF 30.000 SQUARE FEET OF COMMERCIAL SPACE AND 86 UNITS

OF SENIOR CITIZEN HOUSING AT THE NORTH END OF THE WHITE STREET JAIL

SITE. THIS AGREEMENT WILL BENEFIT BOTH THE COMMUNITY AND THE CITY

AT LARGE.

THE CHINATOWN PLANNING COUNCIL HAS FILED AN APPLICATION FOR

SECTION 202 FUNDING FROM THE FEDERAL DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND

URBAN DEVELOPMENT FOR THE PROJECT'S HOUSING COMPONENT. THIS FUNDING

IS. OF COURSE. SUBJECT TO HUD'S APPROVAL. AND I AM VERY HOPEFUL THE

APPLICATION WILL BE APPROVED.

(MORE)



I WANT TO EMPHASIZE THAT THE CITY HAS MET ITS DESIGN GOALS

FOR THE MEW 500-BED WHITE STREET DETENTION CENTER. WHILE AT THE SAME

TIME PERMITTING MIXED-USE DEVELOPMENT OF THE SITE. GOOD NEIGHBORHOODS

MAKE GREAT CITIES. AND THE CITY WANTS TO BE A GOOD NEIGHBOR. IT IS

IMPORTANT THAT THIS NEW FACILITY BE INTEGRATED INTO THE CHINATOWN

COMMUNITY AND. TO THE MAXIMUM EXTENT POSSIBLE. BECOME AN ASSET TO

THE NEIGHBORHOOD. THAT IS WHY WE ARE COMMIHED TO PROVIDING GROUND '

FLOOR COMMERCIAL SPACE. AND WHY THE NORTH END OF THE SITE IS BEING

DESIGNED FOR A COMBINATION OF RETAIL. OFFICE AND HOUSING USES.

THE DETENTION FACILITY ITSELF WILL BE NINE STORIES HIGH.

235.000 GROSS SQUARE FEET IN SIZE. AND OCCUPY ABOUT 37.000 SQUARE FEET

OF THE 50.000 SQUARE FOOT BLOCK. THE ARCHITECTS ARE URBAHN &

LITCHFIELD GROSSFELD OF NEW YORK.

(MORE)
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THE RE-IAINING 13.000 SQUARE FEET AT THE NORTH END OF THE SITE

WILL HOUSE A THREE-STORY COflMERCIAL BUILDING. TO BE LEASED BY THE

CITY TO A LOCAL DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION. THE COMMERCIAL BUILDING

WILL SERVE AS A BASE FOR AN ADDITIONAL 11-STORY HOUSING TOWER ON THE

NORTHEAST CORNER OF THE SITE. CONSTRUCTION OF THE DETENTION CENTER

WILL BE COMPLETED BY JULY. 1988.

WITH HE THIS MORNING ARE COMMISSIONER BOB LITKE OF THE

DEPARTMENT OF GENERAL SERVICES; GREG JOHNSON. DEPUTY COMMISSIONER FOR

PUBLIC STRUCTURES; AND CHARLES WONG OF THE CHINATOWN PLANNING COUNCIL.

BEFORE WE TAKE QUESTIONS. I WILL ASK THEM EACH TO SAY A FEW WORDS.

FIRST. BOB LITKE.



M
A
Y
O
R
'
S
 O
F
F
I
C
E
 O
F
 O
P
E
R
A
T
I
O
N
S

M
O
N
T
E
 K
U
R
S

R
o
s
e
m
a
r
y
,

R
E
C
E
I
V
E
D

AU
G2
8I
B4
 d

Fo
r 
yo

ur
 i
nf
or
ma
ti
S?
?*
^}
2f
!I
!?
^^
^

O
F
 M
M
C
r
o
i
l

cj
\

. 
h'
/

\V
/ 
,

m
\
J
0



1664

r

JACQUELINE McMICKENS
COMMISSIONER

THE CITY OF NEW YORK

DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTION
100 CENTRE STREET

NEW YORK, N.Y. 10013-4393

August 23, 1984

Monte Kurs, Assistant Director
Office of the Mayor
Office of Operations
100 Church Street, 20th Floor
New York, New York 10007

RE; C-109, White Street Limited Access

Dear Mr. Kurs:

In answer to your memo to me of August 3rd, 1984, I want
to outline some of the reasons that we proposed limited access
to White Street:

1. Both facilities, the Tombs and the Lower Manhattan
Detention Facility, combined have a capacity of 926
inmates, formidable size jails.

2. Agreement with the community has made it essential
that all traffic, pedestrian and vehicular, enter
the Lower Manhattan Detention Facility through en
trances/exits on White Street (inmate visitors,
bail, civilian and correctional staff, business
and official visitors, supplies, food, garbage re
moval, police, fire and maintenance.)

3. The Tombs was designed for all pedestrian traffic
to enter through one entrance/exit on White Street
(staff, inmate visitors, bail, official and business
visitors.)

4. Amount of anticipated pedestrian traffic' is consider
able and will not be hindered in any way.


